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Waterville, Maine

Concord Coach Lines return to College after pandemic hiatus
B Y MILO LANI-CAPUTO
News Reporter

The Student Government
Association
(SGA) announced that
the Concord Coach
Lines stop at the College would be reinstated on Nov. 5.
Originally a popular mode of transportation for students
traveling to and from
Boston and Portland,
the coach line ended their service to the
College at the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic due to a driver shortage. The company concluded that the College
was no longer a profitable stop to make, and
decided to terminate
the stop.
Nischal Khatri, SGA
Vice-Chair of Equity and Inclusion, explained to The Colby
Echo why the bus stop
is so important to students.
“Many students have
cars on campus,” he
said. “However, not
every student has the
privilege of mobility,
which stems from the
lack of adequate transportation here at Colby. For many [first-generation
low-income]
students, international

students, and students
who don’t have cars,
[lack of ] transportation to major cities
such as Boston or Portland is a substantive
hurdle to [traveling].”
Eliza Pohle `22 took
the Concord Coach
down to Boston South
Station in the fall of
2019. Pohle was returning home to Connecticut for the weekend and did not have a
car at the time.
“The experience was
great,” she recounted.
“That was when it was
still making stops at
the old [Athletic Center], and we made a
stop in Augusta and
a stop in Portland. It
was very peaceful, and
very on time.”
Will
Bedingfield
`22 took the Concord
Coach several times
during his first year.
“They gave me pretzels and water,” he remembered. “It was a
nice touch. [I] would
recommend [it] to other students. [It is a]
smooth ride, and [it] is
always on time.”
Sonia Lachter `22
told The Colby Echo that
the Concord Coach has
been helpful to her in
her time at the College.
“I do not have a car,

so I’ve been taking
the Concord Coach,”
she said. “It was hard
not having the Concord Coach last year.
Even though I’ve made
friends with [students
who have] cars — who
can give me rides —
I have to book my
flights home much
earlier than they know
when they’ll be driving home, so I always
coordinate my flights
so I can take a bus to
the Portland Jetport if
needed.”
“But last year,” Lachter explained, “the bus
didn’t come to Waterville, so I scheduled
my flights around buses that arrived into Augusta, but I still had
to rely on rides from
friends to Augusta. It
would have been a lot
more expensive had I
not had friends with
cars.”
As pandemic restrictions relaxed and travel began to pick back
up, students expressed
concerns to Khatri that
although the College’s
Campus Life webpage
advertised the Concord
Coach as an option,
it was not coming to
Waterville. He talked
to Director of Campus
Life Jess Manno about

Greene announces new initiatives
BY CONALL BUTCHART AND
MILO LANI-CAPUTO
Co-Editor in Chief and
News Editor

President David Greene
sent out an official notice to
all students addressing the
College’s plans to improve
various aspects of life at
the College ranging from
increasing support for
the First Generation/Low
Income (FLI) Program to
ameliorating the ongoing
housing shortage, to mitigating campus-wide WiFi
issues. Greene’s email, sent
on Nov. 4, seemed to be a
direct response from the
administration to student
concerns regarding the
quality of life at the College.
Greene began by noting the ongoing challenges students are facing during the ongoing
COVID-19
pandemic.
“Many members of our
community are … experiencing significant stress

and challenges to their
mental health and emotional well-being,” Greene
wrote. “It is more important than ever to watch out
for one another and engage each other with compassion and kindness.”
He went on to acknowledge issues students have
raised throughout the
semester, framing his
email as a response to
these concerns. Greene
recognized that hardships are experienced in
disparate ways among
individuals and groups.
“With that in mind,”
Greene wrote, “I am increasing the resources
allocated to our [FLI] Program. These resources will
include an inaugural Pugh
Fellow position to support
first-generation and low-income students, as well as
an additional $50,000 in
annual funding for more
robust FLI programming.”
Greene also described

plans to create a new student success and support
coordinator position within
the Dean of Studies Office.
The coordinator will work
with class deans and the
Director of Student Access
and Disability Services
Brian Doore to support
students who may need
financial assistance with
textbooks, art supplies,
and emergency travel.
His message then addressed a pressing issue
among the student body
this year: housing. Greene
began by conceding that
the College’s residential
life program was facing
“unusual pressure” as a result of many study-abroad
programs being canceled,
including the Global Entry Semester program,
students returning from
gap years, and the Class of
2025’s higher-than-anticipated matriculation rate.
Continued on Page 2
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President Greene’s email addressed the housing shortage impacting first years and sophomores.
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this problem.
“Jess assured me
that she and her team
will request the Concord Coach services
to come back to Colby
again as the pandemic slows down,” Khatri
explained.
SGA has also worked
on improving transportation options for
students who do not
have their own cars.
Khatri
co-chairs
a
group called the SGA

Accessibility Working
Group with SGA President Lukas Alexander.
“Our goal [is] to alleviate the stress for students who lack their
own transportation,”
Khatri said.
This
group
has
helped provide transportation to students
for a day trip to Portland during fall break
and a trip to Augusta
for students who wanted to buy Halloween

costumes.
“The SGA Accessibility Working Group
is planning more trips
around Maine with the
goal that we can foster a sense of belonging through a sense of
place,” Khatri said.
Maine and beyond
are becoming more accessible to students as
SGA works to improve
student mobility and
public transportation
options.
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Anita Kirschenbaum `22 (left) and Eddie Wu `25 (right) at an SGA roundtable last month. SGA has
doubled down on efforts to increase student access to off-campus transportation this semester.

College changes COVID-19 protocols in residence halls and performance venues
BY MILO LANI-CAPUTO
News Editor

Since the Fall of
2020, students have
grown accustomed to
the frequent updates to
the COVID-19 policies
designed to keep faculty, staff, and students
safe.
When most students
left campus for the
summer last spring,
the College relaxed the
mask mandate, allowing for tested individuals to enter dorms and
other buildings without wearing a mask.
Following a summer
of low COVID-19 cases
nationwide, the College’s COVID-19 team
was cautiously optimistic about the policies on campus and
considered continuing
the summer mask policy. However, as cases
increased
nationally
over the summer in addition to the increased
incidence of the highly
contagious Delta variant, the administration
decided to continue
masking and testing
for the foreseeable future.
Most recently, on
Nov. 1, the College lifted the mask requirement in residence halls
and allowed for performance groups in certain situations to forgo
mask-wearing, citing a
l o we r- t h a n - p r e d i c t e d
caseload and an absence of serious cases.
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Vice President for
Administration
and
Chief Financial Officer Douglas Terp and
Finance Analyst and
Chief of Staff of the
College Stephanie Sylvester sat down with
The Colby Echo to discuss
the
COVID-19
trends of the semester.
They use two models
to predict cases based
on several factors and
use the results combined with the experience on campus to
inform the administration’s decisions about
COVID-19 policy. Over
the course of this semester, case frequency
has been lower than
predicted
by
these
models which contributed to the administration’s decision to relax
the masking protocols.
Sylvester leads the
College’s
COVID-19
response team which
investigates each positive COVID-19 case
and seeks to determine
where, when, how, and
from whom the disease
was contracted. Sometimes, they can successfully trace a case
back to a particular
individual on campus.
Most times, however,
cases go unsolved.
Many cases among
staff members originate from outside the
community, oftentimes
coming from the family of staff members
who bring home the
virus and transmit it to
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the employee.
Through
their
case-analysis system,
Terp
and
Sylvester
found that there is very
little transmission in
residence halls. If they
do not see a spike in
cases over the next few
weeks, they said, they
would consider recommending relaxing the
restrictions further.
One next step could
be removing the mask
mandate in academic
buildings, which may
be a more complicated
issue. Several academic departments have
already
announced
their preference for
requiring masks in
class regardless of college-wide policies.
Terp also mentioned
that some professors
have concerns about
a conflicting environment in which some
classes require masks
and some do not.
Terp and Sylvester
stressed that no concrete plans have been
laid out, and further
protocol changes will
depend on COVID-19
transmission both on
and off-campus. It is
critical that students
wear masks when in
public settings without knowing the vaccination status of those
around them in order to reduce the risk
that they will bring
COVID-19 on campus,
Continued on Page 2

COLBY
FOOTBALL LOSES
p. 7

Page 2 | The Colby Echo

November 11, 2021

News
COLUMN: FINANCE

Conversation with Colby CIO Shufrin, part two
BY CAM DYER
I recently spoke with Deborah
Shufrin, the Chief Investment
Officer (CIO) of the College.
The following is the second
part of our conversation, with
topics ranging from the College’s investment mandates to
background information about
Shufrin and her impressive past
experiences.
Cam Dyer (CD): As part of its
socially responsible investing
mandate, what does the College
seek out as part of manager selection, aside from capital preservation and excess returns?
Deborah Shufrin (DS): We
spend a huge amount of time
with our partners because we
tend to run a more concentrated portfolio with them so that

we can have open and honest
dialogue with them. First and
foremost, we look for ethical
people. You want partners that
will always do the right thing,
even when they don’t have to.
We spend a lot of time with our
managers talking to them about
how they think about ESG [Environmental, Social, and Governance] in their own portfolios
as well as diversity. If you have
a non-diverse group of people
making decisions, it’s very likely you’re going to end up with
groupthink. Diversity of thought
often stems from diversity of
background.
CD: What excites you about
the endowment side of the investment management landscape, moreover, what drew you
to Colby?

DS: I started my career on the
direct investing side and then
I spent some time doing economic development, and those
two things would seem to have
almost nothing to do with each
other, but they’re both necessary
for a job managing an endowment.
When I had the opportunity
to join my alma mater Brandeis
over 10 years ago, those two
things really emerged for me.
That’s how becoming part of the
endowment foundation community really struck me in several ways.
First, the intellectual freedom
that we are afforded due to running a diversified portfolio that’s
reasonably sophisticated. On
any given day, I could be talking
to someone about corporate
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Greene announces new intiatives (cont.)
Continued from Page 1
While Greene noted
that he expected the crisis to ease next semester
given that 180 students are
planning to study abroad
in the spring, he also acknowledged the necessity
of “a more comprehensive solution for housing.”
“At the most recent
Board of Trustees meeting,” Greene wrote, “the
board endorsed a housing
plan … The housing plan
has three phases. The first
phase calls for four residential houses, each for 50
students (200 total), to be
ready for occupancy in August … The second phase ...
is for a residential complex
on Mayflower Hill Drive
across from the Diamond
Building … Phase three
will be ... the design and
construction of a new residential and dining quadrangle on the current site
of the Roberts parking lot.”
As of now, all these
construction projects are
set to be completed by
2025. Moreover, Greene
claimed that the housing
expansion will make it
feasible to renovate existing residence halls over
the same time period.
In the final section of
his email, Greene turned
to campus infrastructure.
He said that students’
high expectations for the
College’s
infrastructure
were warranted. In light
of this, recent issues with
campus network service
were “especially troublesome and frustrating.”
While Information Technology Services has temporarily resolved these issues,
Greene also highlighted

the plan for a permanent
solution. He wrote that
the College has “successfully expedited delivery of
new equipment that was
to be part of our regularly
scheduled upgrade next
summer, with a goal of installing it in December.”
Abby
Recko
`22
was surprised to see
Greene’s communication.
“I was honestly not expecting to hear anything
from David Greene,” she
said, “so it was kind of a nice
surprise that he actually addressed some of the issues.”
“He had a good response
to infrastructure complaints,” Recko continued,
“however, the housing issue
was a long time coming,
and it’s a bit frustrating that
the College is just getting
started on addressing it.”
Recko also addressed
what
some
students
see as a wide gulf between the student body
and
administration.
“There’s still a significant
divide between students
and administration, and
a lack of communication
between the two groups,”
she said. “If it took a football game protest to get
one email from David
[Greene], then it’s no wonder students feel they can’t
go to the administration
with their issues because
nothing will change. We
need to see more of upper
administration actually addressing student concerns
instead of hyping up appearances and things that
don’t relate to the everyday
student experience, like the
AI institute or the downtown arts collaborative.”
Domenica Gomez `25
said that Greene’s email
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fell short in some respects.
“Many of the changes will
occur over the course of the
next few years, like several
of the new dorm buildings
which will be completed
in 2025, so most current
students will not be able to
see the outcome of these
changes,” she said. “Many
of us were looking for more
suitable housing options
by next semester rather
than waiting for four years
to live in a proper dorm. I
live in a forced triple, and I
wish there were some more
rapid improvements made
to the housing situation.”
Gomez also explained
how it felt to be a firstyear amid the flurry of
new initiatives on campus.
“It feels exciting yet
frustrating to be arriving
on campus during all of
these improvements and
announcements because I
know it is likely that there
will be construction and
renovations during my
time here, but I may not be
able to see the end result,”
she said. “Many of these
important changes will be
completed after I graduate,
which is a shame because
I wish I could see the results during my time here.”
Greene’s announcement
comes at an opportune
time when many members
of the campus community are questioning the administration’s success in
running the College effectively. While many of the
proposed improvements
may not be fully realized
for years, Greene’s response may be an indicator of the administration’s
willingness to listen to
student complaints and to
learn from their criticism.
Time:
8:59 A.M.
9:07 A.M.
11:39 A.M.
2:30 P.M.
6:05 P.M.
10:37 A.M.
11:18 A.M.
9:33 A.M.
12:06 A.M.
1:08 A.M.
1:08 A.M.
10:25 A.M.

governance reform in Japan, or
about new drug development in
the US.
The topics can really range
widely. Being able to express
that freedom and to do that for
an institution that has such a
lofty goal to educate the next
generation is much more satisfying than investing for [a] highnet-worth person that already
has plenty of money.
It’s hard to see the impact
there, versus, walking on campus and I could see a new classroom being built, or new technology going in, or even a larger
student body. Those are the instances where you can physically observe the role that the endowment played in helping the
College to afford that.
You know, it was going to take
a special place to pull me away
from my alma mater because I
love Brandeis, but I have to say,
the community at Colby is fantastic, as you probably already
recognized. I’ve been really impressed with the president in
terms of his leadership and vision.
I hope everyone on campus
appreciates how visionary he really is because it doesn’t always
happen in academia. I can’t say
enough about the Board of Trustees — they have a very clear idea
of what Colby’s role is and how to
give back to the College, which is
an incredibly impressive thing.
When I decided to take the job,
I had so many Colby alumni
reach out, which speaks volumes about the type of people

that have attended here.
CD: What advice would you
give somebody starting their
first job (regardless of the field)?
DS: Make yourself indispensable. Always be looking for
ways that you can be helpful,
where you can take something
off somebody else’s plate, where
they now trust you to do it.
Ultimately, you become ... the
expert at that. Whatever it may
be, you’re hopefully doing a good
job and being proactive about it,
and it saves them time from having to do it. At that point, you’ve
become an important part of
the firm. Usually when you do
that, it leads to people giving you
more responsibility and that’s
how you progress in your career,
frankly.
CD: What books about financial markets would you recommend?
DS: You’ll see that I’m a real
geek when I give you the list of
books that I have on my shelf.
The first one is sort of a Bible
for all folks who invest for endowments and foundations.
It’s called “Pioneering Portfolio
Management” from David Swensen, the late great investor
from Yale. The next one I would
say is probably “Margin of Safety” by Seth Klarman, who is one
of the co-founders of Baupost.
There’s also a couple of fun little
ones like the “Little Book that
Beats the Market” by Joel Greenblatt, or “A Random Walk Down
Wall Street” by Burton Malkiel.
You can’t go wrong by reading
anything that Warren Buffett has

Campus COVID-19 testing protocol changes (cont.)
Continued from Page 1
Terp told The Colby
Echo.
Sylvester added that
although students are
generally
complying
with the testing policy, it is imperative that
they get tested on their
scheduled days. The
administration’s ability to monitor COVID-19
levels on campus hinges on their ability to
detect them through
testing.
“Colby’s testing program was designed to
optimize the chance
of identifying COVID
cases early,” she told
The Colby Echo. “[This]
allows the College to
do contact tracing, ensure appropriate medical treatment, and
reduce the likelihood
of further infections
through
isolation/
quarantine
procedures.
“Given the nature of

this virus,” she continued, “even a one-day
delay in testing can
signif icantly increase
the potential for infecting other individ-

“Colby’s test-

ing program
was designed
to optimize
the chance of
identifying
COVID[-19]
cases early.”
Stephanie
Sylvester
Chief of Staff
uals, so it’s important
to stick to your testing
schedule and, if you
miss one for some reason, to test early the
next day.”
Terp also pointed out

that the CDC is recommending booster shots
for some eligible individuals.
“[The College] has
not yet made a decision about mandating
boosters,” he said. “But
students and employees receiving booster
shots will soon receive
instructions outlining
how to upload their
documentation using
the CoVerif ied app.”
The long-term effects
of
the
new
COVID-19
protocols
are still being assessed. Although there
were four cases identif ied on campus two
days after the new protocols went into effect,
it is not evident whether the two events are
related. In the meantime, the administration will be closely
monitoring cases and
will notify the community of any further protocol changes.
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Community member testing is a critical tool for the COVID-19 response team to track cases.
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Maine residents vote on three questions, many local offices
BY MATT ROCHA

Local News & Features Editor
Last week, Maine
residents
voted
on
three statewide referendum questions and
on many local and
state off ices.
Throughout October,
Mainers dealt with an
onslaught of political
advertisements about
Question 1, a referendum on the building
of high-impact electric wires in the upper Kennebec region.
More than 59% of voters supported the measure, thereby banning
the controversial CMP
corridor, which readers can learn more
about in The Colby
Echo’s Oct. 28 issue.
Only Aroostook County voted against the
measure.
While Question 1
stole the spotlight this
election cycle, garnering by far the most
attention from activists and media outlets,
Mainers also voted on
two other important
questions.
Question
2
proposed the issuance of
a $100,000,000 bond.
By issuing this bond,
Maine would secure an
estimated $253,000,000
in additional federal
funding.
The
state
would use this money
to improve infrastructure, such as roads,
bridges,
railroads,
ports, and airports.
Question 2 enjoyed the
most support of the
three measures, earning 72% of the vote.
Question 3 introduced an amendment
to the Maine Consti-

Question 2
enjoyed the
most support
of the three
measures,
earning 72%
of the vote.

tution. It asked Mainers if the constitution should guarantee
everyone “a natural,
inherent and unalienable right to grow,
raise, harvest, produce
and consume the food
of their own choosing
for their own nourishment, sustenance,
bodily health and wellbeing.” This question
passed with just over

The majority
of voters
supported all
three
questions,
none of which
received less
thant 60% of
the vote.

60% of the vote.
Results in Waterville mirrored those
throughout the state.
The majority of voters supported all three
questions, none of
which received less
than 60% of the vote.
Waterville residents
also voted on some local off ices. Residents
of Wards 1 and 7 chose
their representatives
for the city council. Councilors serve
three- years terms.
Michael J. Morris,
who ran unopposed,
retained his position
as the Ward 1 City
Councilor. Thomas A.
McCormick
defeated
incumbent Erik Thomas, the current Council
Chairman, in the race
for Ward 7 City Councilor.
Both Wards 1 and 7
also elected members
to the Waterville Board
of Education. Like city
councillors, members
of the Board of Education serve for three
years. Ward 1 voters
reelected the unopposed Patricia Helm.
In Ward 7, residents
also stuck with their
incumbent, choosing
Pamela J. Trinward

over Ronald A. Merrill.
Every
Waterville
resident could vote on
three municipal questions, all of which
dealt with changes to
the city’s charter. The
f irst question asked
voters
to
approve
an amendment that
would, in the event of
a mayor resigning or
passing away, require
the City Council to
wait no more than 30
days before setting the
date of a special election. If the vacancy
starts with fewer than
three months until the
next election, then the
special mayoral election will be conducted
on that date.
The second question
proposed a charter
amendment that deals
with nominating mayoral candidates. This
amendment
would
require each political party to nominate
its candidate during
a
citywide
caucus.
Candidates could also
run if they collected
enough petition signatures.
The f inal question
pertained to the registering of political candidates. This change
would require candidates to f ile their nominations with the city
clerk’s off ice by 4:30
p.m. on the 60th day
before the election.
For special elections,
the deadline is extended until the 40th day
before the election. All
three questions passed
with more than 80%
of voters supporting
them.
In a special election, residents of western Augusta voted for
candidates to f ill the
vacant seat for the
state House of Representatives District 86.
Raegan LaRochelle, a
current at-large city
councilor in Augusta,
ran as the Democratic
nominee, while James
Orr, who serves as
president of Veteran
Mentors
of
Maine,
ran on the Republican
ticket. LaRochelle won
with about 56% of the
vote. She will serve until 2022, when she will
need to rerun.

SONIA LACHTER

Waterville’s election trends mirrored the statewide results on all the ballot questions. Results from
Waterville deviated from the statewide results by at most five percent on ballot Question 2.

Column: Ryan Mark’s Remarks

Forgotten in the U.S., acid rain is still a problem for some of the world
BY RYAN MARK
Columnist

Acid deposition, also
known as acid rain, has
received diminished attention in recent years as
new laws have reduced
its severity and climate
change has become a
more prominent environmental concern.
Acid deposition is the
precipitation of acidic
compounds that fall to
Earth’s surface in the
form of rain, snow, fog,
hail, or dust. It is caused
by both anthropogenic
activity and natural phenomena.
Although the problem
has become less severe
in the United States and
Europe, acid rain continues to pose a threat,
particularly in Asian
countries that engage in
large-scale manufacturing. This problem needs
to be addressed on a

global scale as countries
like the U.S. that do not
face the repercussions of
acid rain drive the manufacturing industry that is
responsible for these environmental problems.
Using the pH scale, we
can measure how acidic
precipitation is to determine whether it falls under the category of acid
rain. Normal rainwater
today is generally a pH
of 5.6, which is acidic
because carbon dioxide
can form a weaker acid
called carbonic acid, but
it is not acidic enough to
be harmful.
For precipitation to
qualify as acid rain, it
must have a pH of 4.3 or
below, containing acidic
compounds that differentiate it from typical
rainwater. While naturally-occurring acid rain
is often a consequence
of volcanoes, lightning,
and wildfires, the combustion of fossil fuels

releases sulfur dioxides
and nitrogen oxides that
can react with water to
create acids. Given the
ongoing
industrialization of many countries,
the incidence of acid
rain has increased in
some regions.
Despite the disconcerting name, acid rain
is not acidic enough to
cause any direct external damage like burning
skin. However, acid rain
can damage respiratory
systems through the pollution that accompanies
acid deposition. The
presence of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides
cause respiratory diseases, cancer, and smog.
It can also affect agriculture, biodiversity,
and many ecosystems.
For example, the added
nitrogen oxides in bodies of water cause an
overgrowth of algae and
other plants, which decompose and deplete

EMMA ROSENTHAL

Acid rain can deposit extra nitrogen oxides into bodies of water, promoting excessive plant growth.

oxygen in the water, a
major issue as decomposition requires oxygen to
function efficiently.
Bodies of water that
flow into other areas can
spread this acidity to the
ground, which can harm
more plants and wildlife. The acidity reduces
the amount of nutrients
found in the soil, which
is vital to the health and
growth of a plant. Acid
rain can also leach aluminum from soil, which
is harmful to plants.
While the name suggests that acid rain falls
in the form of liquid,
it can also fall as snow,
fog, hail, or even as dry
matter. In dryer regions
that lack moisture, there
might be dry deposition
where acidic particles
and gases will be deposited. These particles can
form even larger particles that can also harm
our respiratory systems,
which is why we see
people wearing masks in
Asian countries — where
pollution is prominent.
Acid rain was a larger
issue in the United States
and Europe several decades ago. However,
because of regulations
and laws like the Clean
Air Act of 1970 and its
amendments
in
the
1990s, the severity of the
situation has decreased.
The Clean Air Act was
a key mechanism to reduce emissions, mitigating the cause of acid
rain.
In 1971, the CanadaUnited States Air Quality
agreement put regulated
caps on the amount of
sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides released into
the atmosphere.
Following these environmental
reforms,
there was ten times less
acidity present than
what was seen in the

Acid rain can
damage
respiratory systems
through the
pollution that
accompanies
acid deposition. The presence of sulfur
dioxide and nitrogen oxides
cause respiratory diseases,
cancer, and
smog.
1970s. Despite this notable success, I think that
the problem was solved
more easily because the
issue was fueled by our
own country and neighboring nations.
China, on the other
hand,
manufactures
many goods for other
nations, and is left with
environmental problems
like acid rain while the
rest of the world benefits
from their work without
having to worry about
the costs.
China wants countries
that create the demand
for the products they
manufacture to take
some of the responsibility for the pollution
caused.
Further,
although pollution is happening across the globe,
pollutants can travel
across the ocean to the
U.S. in smaller amounts.
Global weather patterns
are the reason why pollution is able to spread
from China to the West
Coast of the United

States. The Westerlies
are winds that blow
from the West to the East
and are responsible for
carrying pollutants from
Asia to the West Coast of
the United States, affecting states like California.
Air
pollution
has
caused over a million
deaths per year in China,
which took a large toll on
its economy. China lost
money because its agricultural industry suffered from pollutants.
Since then, it has implemented the Air Pollution
Action Plan and other
policies, which reduced
particulate matter and
other pollutants.
There is some responsibility that needs to be
taken from other parts
of the world since we all
are benefiting from the
goods and thus the pollution that is created is
partly our fault. I think
that one way that this
issue can be solved is
through regulations or
agreements that can be
implemented between
companies and manufacturers in Asia that
help prevent further pollution from occurring.
Companies might be
required to help manufacturers
implement
cleaner energy after a
certain amount of time
or adhere to caps on
the emissions factories
produce. Additionally,
China has been implementing green energies
into their infrastructure,
decreasing the amount
of overall pollution.
Ultimately, since the
1970s, acid rain has become a much less concerning problem and if
we continue to push for
cleaner sources of energy, this and other environmental issues can be
solved.

Features
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Club Feature: Mediocre
BY MATT ROCHA

Local News & Features Editor

While many people
love singing, only a select few have genuine
talent. Mediocre, one
of the College’s mustsee a capella groups, is
a home for those who
love to sing but are not
particularly talented.
In a conversation
with The Colby Echo,
co-presidents
Sarah
Bozuwa `22 and Morgan Honor `22 discussed their group’s
culture, performances, and — most importantly — mediocre
singing.
The members of Mediocre know that they
are bad singers. This
self-awareness, however, strengthens the
group.
“There are so many
people in this world,
myself included, who
are not talented when
it comes to singing
in any way, shape, or
form, but it’s such a
fun thing to do with
other people, and I
love the premise of the
group,” Bozuwa said.
Mediocre thrives on
energy,
enthusiasm,
and goofiness. Having
fun is the group’s ultimate goal.
“It’s fun to be kinda
bad at something but
to do it anyways because you like it. It’s a
hilarious group of people that loves to have
fun and sing once in
a while,” Bozuwa said.
“It is a group of ener-

getic,
unapologetic
people. We embrace
everyone for who they
are just as they embrace themselves for
who they are. It’s an
awesome atmosphere.”
Everyone,
regardless of their singing
ability, is welcome at
Mediocre. They always
warmly embrace new
members.
“We have people
from all walks of life.
I think that’s a really
good thing,” Honor
said. “We are truly
a democracy at Mediocre.
Everyone’s
opinion is valued. We
do solos by whoever
wants to do it. It’s not
about who’s the best.”
The group’s practices reflect its philosophy, as it only practices for half an hour
each week.
“Sarah and I arrange
the music, and we
have as much musical
talent as someone who
did chorus in middle
school,” Honor said.
“The first thing we do
is go around and tell
each other about our
mediocre moment of
the week.”
The “mediocre moment of the week” is a
weekly tradition. Each
member shares an occasion from the past
week that epitomized
mediocrity. Car troubles and tripping on
the stairs are common
topics.
Mediocre has sung a
variety of songs, from
emotional ballads to
Jason Aldean’s “Big

Green Tractor.” During
a practice at the beginning of the semester,
they vote on the four
songs that they will
perform for their concert.
Mediocre will perform in the Mary Low
Coffee House during
the first week of December. The group’s
concerts mix some decent singing with a lot
of fun.
“We’re there to have
a good time, and we
hope that everyone in
the crowd does, too.
We definitely embrace
the comedic value,”
Bozuwa said.
They often wear
goofy clothing and
rarely memorize full
songs. Because no one
wants to hear all of a
song, Bozuwa theorized, they usually
sing only the chorus
and first verse. Mediocre’s singers sometimes do not even remember the parts they
practiced.
Reading
lines off of phones is
common.
“We always dress
a little crazy, with a
hodge-podge of outfits. We embrace mediocrity. We go up
there and give it our all
even though we know
we’re not the best,”
Honor said. “Everyone
is ready to make a fool
of themselves.”
While the audience
at Mediocre’s concerts
can not count on hearing the best singing,
they can depend on
having a good time.

SARAH BOZUWA

Mediocre members Maggie Sharpe `22, Maria Martinez `23, Hannah Weil `23, Morgan Honor `22, and
Sarah Bozuwa `22 (left to right), are not the best singers, but are unsurpassed in their ability to entertain.

Column: Fiona’s Swamp

Movies to combat the
late fall slump
BY FIONA CASSON
Columnist

Well folks, Halloween has come and gone.
Smashed pumpkins litter the Heights steps, and
we are now in the period
of late fall when the sun
sets at about 4:30 p.m.
and most of campus, myself included, is sick. So
let’s leave the intellectual
heavy-lifting for another
day and discuss some fall
movies to watch. (Note:
I chose these movies because they do not specifically center on Halloween, but nonetheless have
an overall autumnal feel.)
1. Fantastic Mr. Fox
(2009)
Watch this if you want
some wholesome comfort.
Based on the Roald
Dahl novel by the same
name, this Wes Anderson
animated movie depicts a
crafty fox who decides to
pull off one last heist and
raid his human neighbors’ farms, a swan song
to petty theft if you will.
Naturally, not everything goes according to
plan. Full transparency: I
am heavily biased as this
is one of my favorite movies of all time.
Wes Anderson’s meticulous use of an orange,
yellow, and brown color
palette creates a strong
autumnal ambiance, and
by the end of this movie, you may just want to
throw on a pair of corduroys and rob your local
poultry farmer too.

2. Dead Poets Society
(1989)
Watch this if you want a
moving drama that makes
you briefly consider your
own mortality.
An English teacher at an
all-boys boarding school
uses unorthodox methods
of teaching poetry to inspire his students to “seize
the day.”
This English major propaganda film is led by the
immensely likable Robin
Williams, and while its
themes seem somewhat
hackneyed today, the
movie is sincere and masterful enough to pull it off.
The true late fall essence
is excellently embodied
through its rugby field
scenes, in which a brilliant sunset lights the surrounding barren trees.
3. The Bourne Identity
(2002)
Watch this if you want a
fast-paced spy thriller.
A man is rescued from
near-death and wakes up
with total amnesia. He
attempts to discover his
true identity as a CIA conspiracy unfolds around
him. He does so by running
around
various
gloomy European cities,
brandishing a weapon.
This one’s a little out of
left field, but hear me out:
Jason Bourne sports some
wonderful chunky sweaters while running for
his life. Also, something
about Clive Owen’s character bleeding to death in
a frozen wheat field really
screams November to me.

4. Knives Out
Watch this if you want a
fun mystery movie in the
vein of Agatha Christie.
A wealthy patriarch dies
under mysterious circumstances after his extended
family gathers at his rural
Massachusetts estate to
celebrate his 85th birthday. Chaos ensues and
private detective Benoit
Blanc interrogates suspects with an archetypal
Southern drawl.
Despite the themes
of murder and familial
greed, this is actually a
quite charming movie
with enough satisfying
twists to hold your attention. Detective Blanc
skulking around the misty
woods wearing suspenders and an olive-green
jacket really sealed the
deal for me.
5. Beetlejuice (1988)
Watch this if you want
a funny pastoral fantasy
with some spooky elements.
What happens when
you and your spouse die
right after finally buying
that beautiful house in
Vermont? Why, you haunt
the new annoying residents with the help of a
mischievous, stripes-enthusiast spirit of course.
A particularly memorable scene includes a dinner party of New Yorkers
who are temporarily possessed and made to dance
to some excellent calypso
music. Also, this movie
features a young Winona
Ryder. Need I say more?
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Column: Medical Ethics

Euthanasia: Death with
dignity or murder?
BY SAATHVIKA DIVITI
Columnist

Euthanasia, the deliberate, direct termination of a patient’s
life by a physician at
the request of the patient and their family
with the intention of
terminating pain and
suffering, is a controversial topic, and its
legality is often the
subject of ethical debate.
Phrased
clinically, euthanasia seems
questionable and perhaps even putrid. But
really, it is no different than putting your
pet down when they
are suffering from
an agonizing disease.
Such an act towards
animals is seen as
kind, so why do we
deny this kindness towards humans?
The f irst argument
against
euthanasia
stems from a doctor’s
perspective. To some
healthcare professionals, euthanasia compromises their duties
under the Hippocratic
Oath, an ethical vow
taken by all physicians. A key principle
of the oath is the idea
of treating the ill to
the best of your ability and to “f irst, do no
harm.” In the debate
around
euthanasia,
this principle is often
foregrounded. Can the
termination of life be
the best possible treatment for some illnesses?
The existence of
palliative care, which
seeks to relieve pain,
is often cited as a
reason why euthanasia should not be allowed. Euthanasia is
often seen as too easy
to misuse and too hard
to regulate. There are
other options for endof-life care, such as
palliative care or hospice, that possess less
potential for abuse.
But, at the same
time, it is not easy or

even possible to understand what patients
with fatal diseases endure emotionally and
physically. Only the
patients
themselves
know what this is
like and whether it is
something they want
to experience with the
time they have left.
They have the right
to make decisions for
themselves
and
to
choose to die with dignity. Yet, a dilemma
that arises here is the
patient’s mental capacity to make a decision in lucid standing.

It is important
to acknowledge both sides
of the debate
before coming
to a decision
on your own.

To address this concern, it is f irst important to have patients
go through psychological consults to rule
out possible depression, other mental illness, or motivational
factors that could influence such a decision. Depression, for
instance, can increase
the likelihood of a patient requesting euthanasia.
Additionally,
patients may feel as
though they are a f inancial,
emotional,
or mental burden on
their families or others, further incentivizing them to consent to
euthanasia. A psychological consult could
not only help rule out
these possibilities but
also help patients determine the right decision for them, given
their circumstances.

Some may still argue
that determining competence is too complex. They could also
insist that resources
such as staff, equipment, hospital beds,
and medication would
be better spent on
treatments
intended
to save lives than not.
There is also a risk
that, because of the
ambiguity surrounding the def inition of
euthanasia, it could
expand to include individuals beyond the
terminally-ill. While
all of these concerns
are valid, it is ultimately the most humane to allow a person
experiencing intractable suffering to be allowed to choose to end
their pain.
There is no end in
sight for discussions
on euthanasia. Countries such as Belgium,
Luxembourg,
the
Netherlands, Canada,
and Colombia have legalized euthanasia.
On the other hand,
we see a divide within
the U.S. The practice
is illegal federally, but
legal in states such
as Colorado, Oregon,
Hawaii, Washington,
Vermont, Maine, New
Jersey, and California.
I foresee that the discussion will be ongoing, but it is important
to acknowledge both
sides of the debate before coming to a decision on your own.
I believe that, with
respect to patients’
freedom of choice,
dignity, and beliefs
about quality of life,
the option of euthanasia should exist for
those who are suffering. Patients and their
families should not be
stripped of their ability to choose a dignif ied death if that is
what they desire after
exploring all other
possible options. If
the choice came down
to you, what would you
believe?
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Arts & Entertainment

Musician feature on singer

Poetry Column

Gratitude

Sophia Schroeder
B Y T A NVI I YE R
A&E Reporter

Colby is full of talented individuals and Sophia Schroeder
`23 is one of this mix. As a biology neuroscience major, music
is an escape for Schroeder in
which she takes great pride.
She has truly immersed herself in the musical world on
campus as a member of the
Colby Music Incubator (CMI)
and as a solo artist. The Colby
Echo had the chance to talk to
her about her musical journey
so far and what she hopes for
her future.
“I have been playing guitar
for about ten years now, since
2011,” she said. “I play all different types of music but especially once I got to middle and high
school, I focused a lot on jazz
and improv. and I was able to
do more classic rock and grunge music as I went through high
school. Once I got to Colby I
was a varsity athlete and my
academics didn’t really allow
for me to work on my music.”
Despite these time commitments, Schroeder managed to
find an avenue to once again
practice her music.
“In my sophomore year I
joined a student band for a year
called ‘Wooden Jelly Spoon and
Peanut’ which was a pretty chill
band,” Schroeder said.
“We played a lot of different
styles of music such as jazzy
stuff and more older music,”
she continued. “Then the seniors in that band graduated, so
this year I am now a solo artist.”
However, this transition has
not stopped Schroeder in her
musical endeavors. Just this
past weekend she had the opportunity to participate in a
CMI-sponsored event, Saturday Night Live.
The event was an open mic
night that took place in the
Mary Low Coffee House and
was an opportunity for artists
to come together and perform
in front of a small crowd in an
intimate but casual setting.
“Honestly, I have to say that
last Saturday night was my favorite performance,” Schroeder
said.
“I appreciated it because it
was the first time in a while

that it seemed like the campus
was waking up after the [COVID-19] hiatus,” Schroeder said.
“The last time something like
that took place was the fall of
2019,” Schroeder added.
“Even if there wasn’t a crowd
of a hundred people, I thought
it was a great environment.”
Despite enjoying her solo
performances, Sophia was not

“Honestly, I
have to say that
last Saturday
night was
my favorite
performance. I
appreciated it
because it was
the first time
in a while that
seemed like
the campus
was waking
up after the
[COVID-19]
hiatus.”
Sophia Schroeder
Student Musician
always the most confident performer, but she has been able to
learn and grow throughout her
musical years.
“The anxiety [stage fright]
comes from performing solo
pieces,” Schroeder explained.
She has found ways around
stage fright to gain confidence
in her musical performances.
“One of the ways I have
gotten over that is by going
on stage with an ensemble,”

she said. “In middle and high
school I was a part of a lot of
jazz bands and jazz ensembles
and being with other people
and having a support group
and feeling like we are all in this
together. That really helped me
feel more comfortable on stage.
It really helps to perform with
groups of all different sizes and
being able to learn from our
mistakes for when I do go on
stage by myself.”
She has now developed different ways to prepare for an
upcoming performance.
“It is all about practicing my
set and making sure I know all
the lyrics and have memorized
everything. I try to do some
meditation right before I go
on stage or some sort of deep
breathing because I used to get
a lot of stage fright,” Schroeder
said.
“The crowd is always very
supportive so it really is about
channeling some positivity and
going on stage with a smile. I
just like to slow down for a second, take a deep breath and say
that it is going to be alright, and
then just get on stage and have
fun with it,” she continued.
Schroeder shared the locations that she likes on campus
as a performer.
“I really like Heights as a
performance space,” Schroeder
said. “I personally have never
performed there, but I shadowed a sound engineer during
this year’s Halloween concert,
and that space had amazing
acoustics. It was just a great
space for the audience to get
together so overall it is a good
indoor space.”
Schroeder also has some exciting plans for what she hopes
to accomplish during her time
here.
“I am looking to record my
own original music and work
with other musicians if I am
able to,” she said.
“I’m planning on my music
to be mostly guitar. I am also
a vocalist but I don’t prioritize
that. I am trying to focus more
on songwriting and producing
my own lyrics because I really
haven’t been able to prioritize
that at all, but I am experimenting with all different styles of
music at the moment.”

CHRISTOPHER CHOI

Sophia Schroeder performs solo at Saturday Night Live at the Mary Low Coffee House.
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MAAHEEN SHAIKH

B Y M AAHEEN S H A I K H
Columnist

I usually write when I’m sad
Because agony is easier to grasp — the way it coats
and conceals everything I feel in a viscous, painful
zeal — it’s impossible to escape.
I usually write when I’m enraged
Because anger is hardest to quell— save by trapping it into one of my writing spells— if I don’t, I
risk an explosion to rival hell.
But today is different
Because I feel indifferent
To the neurotic unpleasantness within me
And in turn, it too, has gone silent.
I feel like a fruit
That’s ripening to burst
My heart is overflowing
With so much joy it almost hurts;
I feel full of lightness
And saturated with contentment
In a way so rare
I almost don’t recognize it
If everything around me, right now, were to plummet
I would still feel as if
I could rise above it
I feel wings growing
Where a ball and chain used to be
I feel shackles breaking — yielding to the aching
To be free;
I don’t know what this feeling is, only how very fleeting it is
I don’t know what has ruptured within me
I feel so airy it’s making me dizzy
Drunk on joy — I could almost swear it is true
Except upon deeper thought
I’d say I’m actually
Drunk on gratitude;
Gratitude
Because life is beautiful;
Gratitude
Because we can make life beautiful;
Perspective is a fickle mistress
Constantly switching to forever bear witness
To all the triumphs
And falls
Of souls
Regardless of how ragged
Or rich
Or old;
But she always comes full circle
To remind us what we own;
Yes, she always comes full circle
To remind us what we owe
Constant
Eternal
Gratitude
For;
Everything whispered
And spoken aloud
Every wisp of fate
That lays threaded betwixt the clouds;
Every callus
And scrape
And ache;
Every bit of love and care trampling in tragedy’s wake;
The roof above your head — the one sheltering you through storms
The stain on your shirt — and the option of changing it because you have more
The two-day-old food in the fridge — that testifies you haven’t starved
The ratty old blanket and cranky old family — constantly ensuring you are warm and loved,
no matter how hard times are.
Little things
Have the power to bring
Tearful wonder and peace
To those who spare just a moment to think —
Count your blessings
And you’ll find
There are more of them than there are
Stars scattered across the expanse of
Skies far and wide.

U p c o m i n g A r t s & E n t e r t a i n m e n t Ev e n t s : No v. 1 2 - 2 1
Student Art Exhibition

Night at the Museum
Thursday Art Party: A Fun Fall Fiasco
Thursday 6:30 p.m.
Colby College Museum of Art
11/11/21
Studio Tour
Tour the studios of Lunder Institute
Residential Fellows
Friday 4:30 p.m.
18 Main Street Waterville
11/19/21

Two Cent Talks

Snacks & Beverages + Live Music
from CMI
Friday 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Mary Low Coffee House

Celebrating the verbal arts in Maine
Tuesday 5 p.m. – 6 p.m.
18 Main Street Waterville

11/12/21
Elm City Small Press Fest
Kickoff Program
Friday 6pm-8pm
18 Main Street Waterville ME
Exhibition Day
Saturday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
18 Main Street Waterville
11/19/21-11/20/21

11/16/21
Colby Theater Company
“Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of
Oscar Wilde”
Friday 7:30 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 p.m.
Sunday 2 p.m.
Strider Theater
11/19/21-11/21/21

Opinions
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Sorry, not sorry: on over apologizing
B Y TA R A G O D AY

O p inio ns Re p o r te r
“I’m sorry.”
How many times today have you heard that
phrase? How many times
have you said it?
I have apologized two
times today, once because
I was late to meet with a
friend and once because
someone bumped into me
in Dana. Only one of those
was a necessary apology.
It reminded me of a social
experiment I conducted
my first year with a friend,
which I highly encourage
all of you to execute as
well.
It was the first snowfall
of my first year and the
normal trek to Hillside
was made nearly impossible by the layer of black ice
that coated the pavement.
My friend and I laughed
as we attempted not to
spill our steaming coffees while clambering up
the hill. Our laughing was
interrupted as three boys
walked right between us,
nearly toppling us in the
process. As they continued
to walk, unbothered by
the fact that they had just
nearly knocked both of us
over, I called after them
“I’m sorry!” My friend
looked at me, horrified,
and said, “why did you just
apologize? They were the
ones not paying attention.”
I was stunned. No one
had ever asked me that
before. I didn’t have an
answer for her and this
launched a social experiment.
For the rest of the week,
whenever we were walking
on the paths around cam-

pus we would intentionally
not move as people walked
toward us. A pattern quickly developed. Girls would
always walk on the snowcovered grass to avoid us
and say, “I’m sorry,” as
they passed, while we noticed many boys walked
right between us or simply
pushed through us without
saying a single word.
That week, I stopped
carrying coffee as I walked
in order to avoid disaster,
but more importantly, I
realized how frequently I
said “I’m sorry” for no apparent reason. “I’m sorry”
was my go-to phrase for
situations that were not my
fault, and often my apologies were only there to take
up space.
According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary,
an apology is “an admission of error or discourtesy accompanied by an
expression of regret.” As
I started to pay attention
to the apology patterns of
girls around me, I realized
they do not occur solely in
the context of admitting
an error.
Considering my tendencies, I found that I, like
many of my peers, am
guilty of over-apologizing.
These realizations sparked
a discussion among my
friends, and we realized
we all tended to overapologize. I realized that
“I’m sorry” was one of the
phrases I most frequently
emailed, texted, and said
aloud. I had to learn how to
rephrase my sentences, but
more importantly, reframe
my thought processes.
In my experience, society emphasizes that women should be caretakers

and are inherently kinder
and more empathetic than
their male counterparts.
Women are often expected
to take on others’ burdens.
When I realized that
others’ burdens and mistakes were not my fault,
I stopped feeling like I
needed to constantly apologize. Since our social experiment, my friends and
I have held each other accountable and still point
out when our apologies
were unnecessary. We’re
getting more comfortable
with not needing to apologize for small inconveniences.
Instead of apologizing
when walking past someone, I simply say “excuse
me,” which is more neutral language. When I take
more than thirty minutes
to respond to a text, I no
longer start with an apology.
I had to teach myself that
it is okay for me to take up
space and be an individual
outside the expectation of
being a constant caretaker. Though I still actively practice empathy and
kindness, I have learned
that every sentence does
not need to start with an
apology for a woman (or
anyone) to embody these
caring characteristics.
I hope all of you — regardless of gender identity
— take a moment and pay
attention to your speech
patterns and what they say
about your self-perception. If you find that you
also constantly apologize,
I encourage you to figure
out why and reconfigure
your language to only include an apology when
necessary.

AVERY ROSENSWEIG
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Column: Thinking Things Over

Today’s date: 1984?

BY JOHNATHON MCCARTNEY
Columnist

George Or well wrote
his most famous nove l , “ 1 9 8 4 ,” a s a c a u tionar y tale about the
dangers of totalitarianism. Or well gained
his perspective by living through formative
global events; he witnessed the rise of both
Nazi G er many and t he
S o v i e t Un i o n .
To d a y, t h e d a n g e r s
of these two regimes
feel distant. The Sov i e t Un i o n c o l l a p s e d
t hir t y ye ars ago, and
Nazi G er many was defeated over forty-five
ye ars b efore t hat. S o, is
“1984” now a mere relic
of times gone by?
Ab s o l u t e l y
not.
L argely because of the
capabilities of modern
t e c h n o l o g y, t h e d a n ger of powerful entities
i n v a d i n g p e o p l e s’ p r i vacy and influencing
their behavior is more
t h r e a t e n i n g t h a n e v e r.
I n “ 1 9 8 4 ”, T h e P a r t y
is the all-controlling
regime of Oceania, the
state in which the novel
takes place. The Party
utilizes mass sur veillance to sustain itself.
Sur veillance
enforces
subordination, as noncompliance with the
r e g i m e’s
expectations
is always recorded and
punished. This phenomenon is not exclusive to the world of literature.
C h i n a’s S o c i a l C r e d i t
System is a government
program that gives rates
to
Chinese
citizens
based on their behavior
and affords privileges
to them — or punishes
them — based on their
score. The Chinese government uses a network
of
security
cameras
equipped with facial
recognition software as
one method to monitor
the citizens and judge
their conduct. The BBC
estimated that, as of
2020, there are over 550
million cameras in the
network.
A variety of punishments for poor social
credit exist, like travel
bans and loss of employment and educational
opportunities.
On the other hand,
should a Chinese citizen find themselves in
t h e g o v e r n m e n t ’s g o o d
graces, they may receive discounted energ y bills and expedited travel applications,
among other things.
A d m i t t e d l y, e n f o r c i n g
r u l e s i s n o t h i n g n e w,
and this system could
theoretically
improve
p e o p l e’s b e h a v i o r. H o w e v e r, “ 1 9 8 4 ”’s t e r r i f y ingly bleak depiction
of a world in which a
totalitarian
government has a stranglehold
o n p e o p l e’s a u t o n o m y
demonstrates the danger in per vasive micromanagement of the
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m a s s e s b y a u t h o r i t y.
In
“ 1 9 8 4 ,”
“t e l e s c r e e n s” a r e t e l e v i s i o n s
that broadcast propaganda and cannot be
turned off. The telescreens also simultaneously record audio and
v ide o, spy ing const antl y.
The
precision
of
O r w e l l ’s f o r e s i g h t i n
imagining such a dev i c e i s e e r i e . C h i n a’s
sur veillance
program
brings part of this vision to life, but there is
no need to look further
than the supposed bastion of individual freed o m , t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s ,
to find comparable disr e g a r d f o r p r i v a c y.

Is “1984” now
a mere relic of
times gone by?
Absolutely not.
To b e f a i r, t h e Un i t ed States has not compromised ethical standards to the degree that
China has. The Chinese
C ommunist Party has
publicly
denounced
the idea of constitutionalism and criticizing the government can
d o c k o n e’s s o c i a l c r e d i t
s c o r e . W h i l e t h e U. S .
Constitution
guarantees the right to free
expression,
America
certainly does not have
a spotless record.
In the aftermath of
9/11, President George
W. B u s h s i g n e d t h e P a t r i o t A c t i n t o l a w. T h e
Patr iot Ac t aimed to
fortif y national secur i t y, a n o b l e c a u s e , b u t
invaded the privac y of
the American people
in the process. The Patr iot Ac t expanded t he
authority of the federal
government
to
tap phones and monitor internet activities,
including email, surveillance banking, and
c r e d i t h i s t o r y.
Cracking down on
terrorism came at the
cost of large-scale data
collection of millions
of innocent citizens. In
addition to the consequences of the Patriot
Ac t, t here are ot her
concerning US government data collection
programs.
The National S ec ur ity
Agency (NSA) began
the PRISM program in
2007 after the passage
of the Protec t Ameri c a A c t ( PA A ) , w h i c h
abolished the warrant
requirement for some
targets of government
sur veillance. The constitutionality of the
PA A w a s h e a v i l y q u e s tioned by constitutional lawyers and civil liberties experts, but the
PRISM program is still
resp onsible for storing massive amounts of
communications
data

demanded from private companies such as
G o o g l e , Ap p l e , a n d Ve rizon.
The NSA is also resp onsible for the XKe yscore computer system
which, according to Edward Snowden, enables
t h e N S A t o “r e a d a n y o n e’s e m a i l i n t h e w o r l d ,
a n y b o d y [ t h e y ] ’v e g o t
a n e m a i l a d d r e s s f o r.
Any website: [they] can
watch traffic to and
f rom it. Any computer
that an individual sits
a t : [ t h e y ] c a n w a t c h i t .”
The Chinese government is not alone in
judging and restricting the social conduct
o f c i t i z e n s e i t h e r. S o m e
p l a c e s i n t h e Un i t e d
States are beginning to
dabble in that arena as
well.
N e w Yo r k C i t y h a s b e gun requiring “vaccine
p a s s p o r t s ,” o r p r o o f
of vaccination against
COVID-19, to access
indoor dining, fitness
clubs, movie theaters,
and more. Hawaii has
implemented a similar
“Smar t He a lt h C ard”
system.
T h a n k f u l l y,
many
states have prohibited
state-operated vaccine
passport programs, and
the Biden administration reportedly has no
plans to implement a
federal vaccine passport system.
For
over
seventy
years, readers of Orw e l l ’s “ 1 9 8 4 ” h a v e c o m e
away with increased
gratitude for the freedoms that are the found a t i o n o f a j u s t s o c i e t y.
As time marches ever
onward,
technology
evolves and the political landscape shifts,
but the lessons learned
from histor y hold true.
As a people, a collective
consciousness needs to
take hold; it needs to be
understood that power
will continuously tr y
to overstep its bounds
and that the people are
rightfully the ultimate
authority in matters of
government.
As
Abra ham
Linc o l n s a i d , “g o v e r n m e n t

It is the
peoples’
responsibility
to prevent a
government
from
governing
for its own
sake.
of the people, by the
people, for the people,
shall not perish from
t h e e a r t h ,” a n d i t i s t h e
p e o p l e s’ r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
to prevent a government from governing
for its own sake.
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Football loses to Tufts in last away game of the year
BY JULIAN
CANGIETER-HERNANDEZ

to the locker room without
a score. Quarterback Matt
Hersch `22 threw a 54-yard
pass to receiver Jack Sawyer `25, who was downed
inside Tufts’ ten-yard line.
Then, with two short passes for four yards each, Colby found themselves on the
board with just three plays,
bringing the score to 14-7.
Colby’s defense shut
down Tufts and the offense
continued to ride their momentum. Another big gain
for Hersch and his receiver
Pat Sweetnam `22 took Colby from their 37-yard line to
Tufts 27. Colby found themselves inside Tufts’ 10-yard
line soon after, and running
back Donovan Ganges `23
didn’t hesitate as he rushed
for a one-yard touchdown
as time expired.
Heading into the third
quarter tied 14 apiece,
Tufts’ run game set up a
huge passing gain deep into
Colby territory. With their
backs against the wall, Colby’s defense stopped Tufts
at the eight-yard line and
the Jumbos missed the field
goal from 24. The Jumbos’
74-yard drive resulted in no
score, and the Mules took
over ready to attack. An
electric three-play touchdown drive by running
backs Devin Marrocco `22
and Keon Smart `25 gave
Colby 80 yards and their
first lead.
Tufts responded right
away with a lengthy drive
before rushing into the endzone. Their offense moved
the chains well to score, but
they still trailed after their
kicker failed to convert on
the extra point to tie the
game.
In the fourth, Tufts

Sports Reporter

Colby Football played
their last away game of the
season against the Tufts
Jumbos this past Saturday.
Tufts came to the match
on a two-game winning
streak, while the Mules had
just celebrated their big win
versus Bates last weekend.
Colby was winless against
Tufts in their last five
matchups, but the Mules
came into the contest with
confidence.
However, Colby’s offense
failed to get anything going
in the first quarter. They
opened the game with backto-back three-and-outs and
recorded a net total of zero
yards. Colby’s kicking was
the highlight of this game
with punter Moises Celaya
`22, averaging a solid 32.33
yards per punt.
Tufts did not produce
much in their first drive either. In their second drive,
however, they strung together 50 yards of offense
ending with a short pass for
a touchdown.
Colby started the second
quarter with a goal line and
stand that forced a Tufts
turnover on downs. Unfortunately, they were held to
another three-and-out and
punted out of their own endzone, giving the Jumbos
the ball on Colby’s 35-yard
line. Tufts took advantage
of this field position and
scored with a balanced attack in just two and a half
minutes.
Down 14-0 with about
seven minutes left in the
quarter, Colby’s offense
knew they could not head

opened with a successful scoring drive after big
yardage on the ground and
through the air, making the
score 26-21.
Colby then took possession and drove down the
field until Hersch fumbled
and recovered, losing six
yards in the process. Two
plays later, Hersch threw
his first interception of the
game inside Tufts’s ten-yard
line.
Looking to capitalize off
the crucial turnover, Tufts
marched down the field
with the longest drive of the
game lasting seven minutes. However, they still
came up empty, fumbling

the ball inside Colby’s tenyard line.
Nothing came out of this
forced turnover though, as
Hersch threw his second
interception of the game
with 45 seconds left, sealing
the game’s fate.
Marrocco was the star on
offense for the Mules, averaging 32 yards in his three
rushing attempts with one
touchdown. The Sawyer
twins were also big contributors on offense, as Brendan Sawyer `25 and Jack
Sawyer logged 54 receiving
yards apiece for Colby. On
defense, Donatio led the
way once again, racking up
ten total tackles, one for a

loss. The team forced two
Tufts fumbles, recovering
one, and multiple players
had over five tackles on the
day.
After the game, receiver
Matt McHugh `25 reflected
on the loss and the focus of
the team heading into next
week.
“We had a few opportunities to score and we ended
up turning the ball over.
Overall there were missed
opportunities. Us receivers
can improve on 50-50 balls.
We need to go up and catch
it or at least make sure the
defender doesn’t,” he said.
“Our confidence heading into Bowdoin is pretty

high. We played well versus Tufts and we haven’t
been competitive the last
couple years against them”
McHugh added. “We wish
we won this game, but the
team knows that we’re going to this week with the
same mindset to treat Bowdoin like every other game
and win.”
With this loss, Colby’s
record falls to 3-5, eliminating the Mules hopes for a
positive record this season.
In their next game, they
hope to defeat Bowdoin to
take home the Colby-BatesBowdoin (CBB) cup and finish this season on a positive
note.

COLBY ATHLETICS
Devin Marrocco `22 ran past struggling Bobcat defenders as Colby Football routed Bates at their home field two weeks ago.

Upcoming games
Saturday 11/13
Men’s Cross Country
at NCAA tournament
11:00 a.m.

Tuesday 11/16
Women’s Basketball
vs. Husson University
at Husson
7:00 p.m.

Saturday 11/13

Women’s Cross Country

at NCAA tournament
11:00 a.m.

Tuesday 11/16
Men’s Basketball
vs. Thomas College
at Thomas
7:00 p.m.

SUDOKU

7 1

Saturday 11/13
Women’s Basketball
vs. University of New
England
at UNE
1:00 p.m.

Saturday 11/13
Football
vs. Bowdoin College
at Colby College
5:00 p.m.

Friday 11/19
Women’s Ice Hockey
vs. Williams College
at Williams
7:00 p.m.

Friday 11/19
Men’s Ice Hockey
vs. Williams College
at Colby College
7:00 p.m.

NOV. 11

4 2
7

5
5

Sunday 11/20

Women’s Cross Country

at NCAA tournament
11:00 a.m.

Pen to Paper
Are you a writer? A novelist? A poet?
A flash fiction author?
Submit your writing to The Colby
Echo to be featured in our weekly
Pen to Paper features column!
We accept all kinds of writing and
all subject matter. Length should be
under 1200 words, if possible.

6
1 2
2

5 6 1 3
2
1 7

Sunday 11/14
Women’s Basketball
vs. Nazareth College
at Nazareth
1:00 p.m.

4
6

Email any and all submissions to The
Colby Echo’s Creative Director Mady
Hand at mlhand22@colby.edu. Pieces can be submitted anonymously, if
desired.
This is your chance to show Colby
your writing skills!
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Men’s Soccer falls to Conn. College in semifinals
BY WILL BEDINGFIELD
Sports Editor

Connecticut
College
hosted Colby Men’s Soccer this weekend in New
London,
Connecticut.
The NESCAC semifinals
pitted the two teams
against each other after
Colby edged by Amherst
College in a tense penalty
shootout and Connecticut College overtook Williams College in the quarterfinals.
The Camels’ victory
came in heartbreaking
fashion for the Mules,
who allowed a goal in
the final minute of play.
The goal from Jake Creus
`24 broke 89 minutes of
scoreless play.
Colby went into the
semifinal
matchup
against Connecticut College brimming with confidence despite a tough
matchup on paper. The
Camels were coming off
of a school-record 14-3
season. The Mules, on the
other hand, maintained
an even 7-7-1 record,
having faced adversity
throughout the season.
The game began as a
tight matchup with possession
favoring
the
Camels, while the Mules

settled into their more
conservative style of play.
In addition to sacrificing
most of the possession,
Colby allowed Connecticut College to get off eight
shots, three of which
were on target, in the first
half alone. Colby only
managed a single shot
in the first half, coming
from Colin Sullivan `22,
and missed wide of the
goal.
The first half would
prove to be the Mules’
stoutest example of defense, and, with time, the
game continued to unravel in Connecticut College’s favor. Colby’s goalkeeper, Noah Jackson `24
stood out for Colby with
three saves in the first 45
minutes and more to follow.
Connecticut
College
continued to push the
pace in the second half
and attacked Colby’s
bend-don’t-break defensive structure. The Camels sent another 11 shots
towards Colby’s goal in
the second half, with
three of them landing on
target. The Mules were
outgunned
offensively,
answering with only
three shots to counter,
none of which reached

the goal.
Despite the statistical
imbalance, Colby’s defensive strategy and teamwork held the Camels
scoreless. Just as they had
all season, the Mules gave
up shots and possession
to their opponents, hoping for a counter-attack
opportunity to mirror
their NESCAC championship run three years ago.
Sadly, Colby’s championship dreams were
shattered with 40 seconds
left in the match, when
Creus struck the ball past
Jackson to win the game
in dramatic fashion. The
Mules had one last shot to
tie the game and push it
into overtime.
Coming from a Connecticut College offsides,
the Mules loaded their
team into the Camels’
box and fired a deep free
kick towards their eagerly-awaiting players. The
Mules gathered the cross
and Paul Hawkins `22
managed a shot on target
that was scooped up by
the Camels’ keeper to end
the game.
The next day, while Colby took the long bus ride
up I-95 back to Waterville, Connecticut College
would face Tufts Univer-

sity in the NESCAC championship. The Camels
went on to lose 2-0 despite
nearly doubling Tufts’ shot
count, in what was surely an
entertaining matchup.

B Y K ATIE H ULL

As fall sports wrap up
their seasons, teams
like Men’s and Women’s
Swim are only preparing for their upcoming
season.
The College’s swim
team started official
practices on Oct. 15
and are working towards their first official meet at Amherst
against the Mammoths
on Nov. 20. With less
than two weeks until
their first official meet
in over a year, excitement is building.
The last season both
Men’s and Women’s
teams competed was
2019 when both teams
went .500 but showed
promise at the end of
the season NESCAC
Championships.
The
men’s team’s four new
school records along
with a second-place finish for Ryan Bedell `21
in the 1000 yard Freestyle marked a strong
performance. For the
women, Melissa Lomas
`23 set a new school record for the 200-yard
backstroke and Addie

Paige `22 earned two
podium finishes.
Captain John Connors
`22 is optimistic about
this season. Although
he is a senior, he has
only been able to compete in two full swim
seasons at the College
due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
When asked about
the team’s goals for the
season, he was able to
provide an exact list
that the captains and
coach had already created.
“To finish top four at
NESCACs, send three
relays to nationals, and
to have at least one
Colby swimmer in every final [event] at NESCACS,” Connors said.
Without a season last
year, the team is eager
to start getting official
meets under its belt.
With two class years
that have not competed
in the NESCAC conference, it will be an exciting season for many.
Despite last year’s
relaxed schedule with
fewer mandatory practices
and
moreCOVID-19
precautions,
many of the athletes

seem dedicated. This,
combined with active
efforts towards building a positive team environment is setting
the team up for a successful season.
“We are trying to have
a more positive environment, and I think
that is going really
well … There is a lot of
cheering and support
even in practice,” Connors said.
He looks forward to
the Mules’ first meet in
Massachusetts and has
many specific goals set
for himself, his biggest
being to “break 20 [seconds] in the fifty [yard]
freestyle.”
Connors
and
his
coaches are feeling optimistic about possible
personal and team success leading to a National
Championship
presence.
Optimism seems to be
the word of the season
for these two teams,
and fans of the Mules’
Swim & Dive Teams are
looking forward to the
team bringing results
back to Waterville after
their trip to Amherst in
two weeks.

off upsets nobody thought
they could win. Cheers to
the seniors and the bright
future that lies ahead for
the young squad of Mules
staying on.

BOB MACDONNELL FOR CONNECTICUT COLLEGE ATHLETICS
Graham Pugh `22 competes for a live ball against a Connecticut College attacker in Saturday’s match.

Colby swim optimistic
as first meet approaches
Sports Reporter

Colby Men’s Soccer’s season was defined by grit and
hard work. They persevered
through injuries and spells of
poo form that saw them lose
to beatable teams and pull
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Across
2.
The traditional Thanksgiving gathering group
3.
A color of the fall leaves
5.
You can put it in a pillow, but it’s also tasty in a turkey
7.
The race of Thanksgiving
8.
The ultimate Thanksgiving retailer
10.
Apple or pumpkin?
11.
The game of Thanksgiving

COLBY ATHLETICS
Graham Pugh `22 competes for a live ball against a Connecticut College attacker in Saturday’s match.

COVID-19 update for the
week of Oct. 24

B Y W ILL B EDINGFIELD
Sports Editor

There are currently
eight positive cases in
quarantine, up from
two last week. While
there are currently
zero cases in isolation,
positive cases jumped
by seven this week. One
of these was a student
case, while the other
six came from staff or
faculty. One additional
positive case has recovered, bringing the
total to 48 recovered
since Aug. 16.
The College has lifted
the mask mandate in
students’ own dorms.
Additionally,
participants in certain performance groups like

dance, music, and theatre may perform without face coverings in
applicable scenarios.
Students have braved
Fall Break and Halloween without a noticeable spike in cases. The
next test will come as
students travel home
for Thanksgiving.
66,296 total tests have
been administered, 372
(or 0.6%) of which have
been
inconclusive,
compared to the 1.3%
inconclusive rate from
last academic year.
Members of the testing program receive
two PCR tests per week,
with antigen testing
available as necessary.
There are 108,000 cas-

es in Kennebec County
as of Nov. 1, according
to the Maine CDC.
The College has been
at the green health
code level since the
start of the semester.
This means ordinary
dining hall capacities,
face masks required
within
dorms,
increased cleaning, and
face masks required
for classes and common areas when students are not eating or
drinking.
Athletic competitions
have all gone according to schedule apart
from
team-specific
outbreaks and winter
sports will kick off this
weekend.

Down
1.
What most people do on Monday and Tuesday
4.
Gobble Gobble
6.
Colby sport that trains over Thanksgiving
9.
Waterville’s only transportation to Portland has returned
12.
Five-day respite from classes

